A level English Language Summer Independent learning
Welcome to A Level English Language. Please complete the following tasks ready for your first day at New College:
1. Understanding Language Levels and the key terms within them is essential to the study of English Language.
Complete the Language Levels Worksheet (Source A).
2. Read the emagazine article on ‘Rhetoric Ancient and Modern: The Language of Speeches’ (Source B). Then
answer the following questions:
a. Summarise the issues with rhetoric the writer outlines in the first paragraph.
b. What is the meaning of describing rhetoric as, “A speech maker’s armoury”?
c. Review the examples of contrasts given by the writer. Explain the effect of the use of contrasts in
each example.
d. Review the examples of puzzles and rhetorical questions given by the writer. Explain the effect of
the use of these features in each example.
e. Review the examples of three part lists given by the writer. Explain the effect of listing in each
example.
f. What is the writer’s conclusion to this article?
3. Read the speech by American President, John F Kennedy (Source C).
Annotate the speech, identifying the language devices you can spot and explaining what impact these have
on the audience of the speech.
4. Produce a language autobiography (writing around two sides), drawing on the above concepts and
explaining different factors which have affected your language to date.
Start by researching the following language concepts:
• Sociolect
• Dialect
• Idiolect
The following video might also help: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAGgKE82034
Below is an extract from an example:
There are a number of factors which have had influence on my speech over the course
of my life. The first of these is probably the speech of my parents. My father has a
moderate Yorkshire accent, but my mother has a slight Midlands accent, so my
Yorkshire accent was never as strong as that of my neighbours. However, I did, as a
child, speak with a definite and at times strong Yorkshire accent, especially when
interacting with other children from my area.

My mother’s speech has influenced me in other ways, too. She uses a number of
idioms regularly, some of which I have adopted. Examples of these are’ It’s black
over our Bill’s mother’s’, ‘Too slow to catch a cold’, and ‘She’s no better than she ought’.
These generally sound rather old-fashioned, and perhaps humorous in tone: I would
not use them in a formal situation.
My education has also had considerable effect on my idiolect – at university my social
group and general surroundings were such that I lost my Yorkshire accent to a great
extent, by process of convergence with those around me (who were, largely, speakers of
RP or other ‘prestigious’ accents).
My accent and general speech behaviour change considerably according to context. In
formal situations, I take care not to drop [h] sounds at the beginnings of words, and [t]
sounds at the end. I am also careful that word-final [ŋ] sounds do not become [n].
5. Select a story (this is called a style model) you have enjoyed reading (the more ambitious and sophisticated
the better) and use it as inspiration for your own story. Aim to write around 750 words. Take the time to
proof-read your work and re-draft it, considering ways that your style model can help you improve your
work. The aim is to make your work sound like a professional author has written it; however, be careful not
to just copy the original work.
Once you’re happy with your story, answer the following questions:
a. What audience is your style model written for? Is it for teenagers, young adults or adults? What
literary genre is it? To what extent is your story the same?
b. What language devices has the writer used in your style model to entertain the reader? In what
ways are these devices effective? Comment on at least three features.
c. Which of the language features you’ve listed above have you used in your writing? What effects
were you aiming to achieve through their use?
d. Have you used any different language features from your style model? Why? What effects were
you trying to achieve through their use?

SOURCE A: LANGUAGE LEVELS WORKSHEET
The key to success in English Language is being able to analyse texts using specific language terminology. All
language terms can be categorised into the following seven Language Levels.
Task 1: Match the Language Level to its definition.
Language Level

Definition
A. The analysis of the sounds of language, including the ways that sounds are
produced and how rhythm and intonation are used in speech.
B. The analysis of the meanings of words, including denotative and connotative
meanings.
C. The analysis of the visual appearance of a text, including the use of images,
fonts, colours, etc.
D. The analysis of the use of words and their functions.

1. Graphology
2. Phonology
3. Lexis
4. Grammar

E. The analysis of morphology (the formation of words) and syntax (the order and
structure of words within phrases, clauses and sentences).
F. The analysis of the implied meanings of words and how language use creates
meanings in interactional contexts.
G. The analysis of the ways conventions are used to create ‘whole texts’. This
includes discourse structure (the overall structure of a text), the use of cohesive
devices and narrative structures.

5. Discourse
6. Semantics
7. Pragmatics

Write your answers in the boxes below.
Language Level:

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Definition:

Task 2: Complete the table below, defining each of the key language terms, providing at least one example of each
and identifying which of the seven Language Levels each one belongs to.
Language Term
Abstract Noun

Concrete Noun

Proper Noun

Definition

Example(s)

Language Level

Material Verb

Mental Verb

Relational Verb

Modal Verb

Attributive Adjective

Predicative Adjective

Adverb of Degree

Adverb of Frequency

Adverb of Manner

Adverb of Place

Adverb of Time

Active Voice

Passive Voice

Main Clause

Coordinate Clause

Subordinate Clause

Relative Clause

Declarative Sentence

Imperative Sentence

Interrogative Sentence

Exclamatory Sentence

Conditional Sentence

Simple Sentence

Compound Sentence

Complex Sentence

Metaphor

Simile

Personification

Idiom

Pun

Irony

Challenge: What other language terms do you know that you could add to this table?

SOURCE B: RHETORIC ANCIENT AND MODERN: THE LANGUAGE OF SPEECHES

SOURCE C: JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY’S INAUGURAL ADDRESS (20 JANUARY 1961)

[1] Vice President Johnson, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Chief Justice, President Eisenhower, Vice President Nixon,
President Truman, Reverend Clergy, fellow citizens:
[2] We observe today not a victory of party but a celebration of freedom–symbolizing an end as well as a
beginning–signifying renewal as well as change. For I have sworn before you and Almighty God the same
solemn oath our forbears prescribed nearly a century and three-quarters ago.
[3] We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution. Let the word go forth from this
time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been passed to a new generation of Americans–
born in this century, tempered by war, disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud of our ancient heritage–
and unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing of those human rights to which this nation has always
been committed, and to which we are committed today at home and around the world.
[4] Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet
any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and the success of liberty.
[5] This much we pledge–and more.
[6] To those old allies whose cultural and spiritual origins we share, we pledge the loyalty of faithful friends.
United there is little we cannot do in a host of cooperative ventures. Divided there is little we can do–for we
dare not meet a powerful challenge at odds and split asunder.
[7] To those new states whom we welcome to the ranks of the free, we pledge our word that one form of
colonial control shall not have passed away merely to be replaced by a far more iron tyranny. We shall not
always expect to find them supporting our view. But we shall always hope to find them strongly supporting
their own freedom–and to remember that, in the past, those who foolishly sought power by riding the back
of the tiger ended up inside.
[8] To those people in the huts and villages of half the globe struggling to break the bonds of mass misery,
we pledge our best efforts to help them help themselves, for whatever period is required–not because the
communists may be doing it, not because we seek their votes, but because it is right. If a free society cannot
help the many who are poor, it cannot save the few who are rich.
[9] Finally, to those nations who would make themselves our adversary, we offer not a pledge but a request:
that both sides begin anew the quest for peace, before the dark powers of destruction unleashed by science
engulf all humanity in planned or accidental self-destruction.
[10] So let us begin anew–remembering on both sides that civility is not a sign of weakness, and sincerity is
always subject to proof. Let us never negotiate out of fear. But let us never fear to negotiate.

[11] Let both sides explore what problems unite us instead of belaboring those problems which divide us.
[12] Let both sides seek to invoke the wonders of science instead of its terrors. Together let us explore the
stars, conquer the deserts, eradicate disease, tap the ocean depths and encourage the arts and commerce.
[13] And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you–ask what you can do for your
country.
[14] My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can do for
the freedom of man.
[15] Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of us here the same high
standards of strength and sacrifice which we ask of you. With a good conscience our only sure reward, with
history the final judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His blessing and His help,
but knowing that here on earth God’s work must truly be our own.

