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 Applied (BTEC) Psychology transition from Yr12 to Yr13 – Summer Independent 

Learning 2021 
 

Please complete the listed tasks in the order they are presented. If you are able to print this document, 

then please do so and tick the checklist off as you complete each task. If you are unable to print this 

document, then just read the checklist and use it as a guide.    

Your SIL has three components: 

1) Write up your Unit 2 Learning Aim A coursework: Understand Research Methods and Their Importance 

in Psychological Enquiry 

2) Complete Unit 2 –Introduction to Ethics  

3) Complete Unit 2 – Introduction to Sampling  

 

 

Task Number 
& Title 

Description of Task (✓/) 

1: Write up:  
Understand 
Research 
Methods and 
Their 
Importance in 
Psychological 
Enquiry 
 
Learning Aim A 
– Pass 1, Merit 
1 
 
 
 

Produce a DRAFT report for the first part of LEARNING AIM A.  You must word process 
your report in a suitable font (calibri or Arial) and size (14).   You must include reference 
the following points: 
 

1 A.P1 Explain the principles 
for conducting 
psychological research 

Briefly summarise what RESEARCH is – what 
does it involve doing and why?   
 
(handout 1 pg.2) 

 

2 A.P1 Explain the principles 
for conducting 
psychological research 

Explain the purpose of INDUCTIVE & 
DEDECUTIVE reasoning  
Explain the difference between inductive and 
deductive reasoning  
Describe how inductive and deductive reasoning 
can be used to solve problems (e.g. Pavlov, Kitty 
Genovese, bystander effect, bystander 
experiments) 
 
(handout 1 pg.7-9) 

 

3 A.P2 Explain the Research 
Process & key terms when 
undertaking psychological 
inquiry 

Explain the SCIENTIFIC Process 
Describe what science is.  Ensure you describe 
what is meant by the following terms in psychology  

• Primary data (Vs secondary data) 

• Objectivity (Vs subjectivity) 

• Empirical evidence (Vs philosophy) 

• Replicability 

• Control of variables/cause & effect (IV, DV, 
extraneous variables) 

• Theory 

 

Click any images in this 

column to take you to the 

video lesson 

Description of the task and what 

needs to be evidenced in 

September 

Tick when each task 

is completed  
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• Hypothesis 

• Predictability 
 

(handout 1 pg10, and pg.14-15) 

 

4 A.P2 Explain the Research 
Process & key terms when 
undertaking psychological 
inquiry 

Explain the SCIENTIFIC Process 
Describe the scientific process/stages.  Give an 
example using research (Loftus & Palmer) of 
science developing a theory, testing a hypothesis, 
controlling variables, establishing cause and 
effect  
 
(handout 1 pg. 10-12). 

 

5 A. M1 Assess the 
principles and processes 
involved when 
undertaking psychological 
inquiry 

Assess the SCIENTIFIC Process 
Explain the strengths and limitations of using the 
scientific process in research 
 
(handout 1 pg.13) 

 

6 A.P1 Explain the principles 
for conducting 
psychological research 

Explain the different TYPES of research methods 
that psychologists use: 
You must DEFINE each method and give an 
EXAMPLE piece of research for each type: 

• Types of experiment (laboratory field, 
natural ,quasi) 

• Correlational research 

• Observations (overt, covert, participant, 
non-participant, natural, controlled)  

• Self-report techniques (questionnaires 
and interviews) 

• Case studies  

• Content analysis 

• Desk-based research 

• Pilot studies (including why they are 
important)  

 
(handout 1 pg. 4-6 and additional A3 summary 
sheets) 

 

7 A. M1 Assess the 
principles and processes 
involved when 
undertaking psychological 
inquiry 

Assess the different TYPES of research methods 
that psychologists use   
Explain the strengths and limitations  of using 
each research method 
 
(handout 1 pg.4-6 and additional A3 summary 
sheet) 

 

8 A.P1 Explain the principles 
for conducting 
psychological research 

Explain the PURPOSE of research  
Briefly summarise how research understands and 
improves lives, and then explain: 
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• Improving outcomes for individuals e.g. 
how do different types of psychologists do 
this? (handout 2 pg.2) 

• Informing practice e.g. mental health 
during the pandemic and 
recommendations made (handout 2 pg.3) 

• Judging the effectiveness of practice and 
provision e.g. preventing youth violence 
with evidence of effectiveness (handout 2 
pg.4) 

• Identifying gaps in provision e.g. mental 
health and the solutions/strategies 
(handout 2 pg.5) 

• Extending knowledge and understanding 
e.g. a unit 1 study (handout 2 pg.6) 

• Establishing causes and cures of disorders 
e.g. OCD, schizophrenia or depression and 
the use of technology to treat these 
disorders (handout 2 pg.7) 

• Identifying health trends e.g. changing 
attitudes following the pandemic  
(handout 2 pg.8) 

9 A.P1 Explain the principles 
for conducting 
psychological research 

Explain the PURPOSE of research 
Explain the different organisations which collect 
research: Office for National Statistics (ONS), 
British Medical Association (BMA), British 
Psychological Society (BPS). 
For each organisation, describe the following  

• Who they are 

• How they do research 

• How their research presented and shared 
 

(handout 2 pg.9) 
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Reminders: 
• You must ensure you WRITE IN YOUR OWN WORDS as much as possible. 

• You must ensure that you use your own RESEARCH as well as lesson handouts and 
powerpoint presentations. 

• Ensure you provide references for IN TEXT CITATIONS where you are quoting 
material that you have found from a website/book/video etc: 
E.g.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Ensure you start to compile a separate list for all REFERENCES (using the HARVARD 
system) which will be provided at the end of the completed report.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.scribbr.co.uk/referencing/harvard-website-reference/
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Strongly Recommended Additional Activity 

 
2:  Intro to 
Ethics 
 

a) Use the links below and some google searches to research the key 
terms in ethics and complete the table: 

 

• https://www.simplypsychology.org/Ethics.html 

• https://www.dur.ac.uk/research.innovation/governance/ethics/considerations/peop
le/gatekeeper/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 

b) Watch the following video clip outlining some controversial studies in 
Psychology and take notes in table: 

 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZ3l1jgmYrY 

 

 

3:  Intro to 
Sampling 
 

 
 

a) Watch the video lesson on sampling techniques in Psychology and 
complete the separate summary sheet and questions  

 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRv6Z_1-Ahc 

  

 
 
 

 

 

b) Complete the reverse of the summary sheet without notes to test 
yourself! 
 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Lindsay.barnes@nclt.ac.uk : New College Pontefract 

https://www.simplypsychology.org/Ethics.html
https://www.dur.ac.uk/research.innovation/governance/ethics/considerations/people/gatekeeper/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/research.innovation/governance/ethics/considerations/people/gatekeeper/
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