
  

 

A Level English Language and Literature Summer Independent Learning 
 

Part 1: Compulsory 

1. Read Wuthering Heights. Create a brief chapter summary for each chapter. The more times you can read the set 
texts and become familiar with them, the better. 

2. Produce a series of character studies for five different characters in the novel. These should include your analysis 
of key quotations about the characters, and brief description of their function in the plot. 

3. Read A Streetcar Named Desire. Again, the more times you can read it, the better. Try to find and watch a copy of 
the 1951 film version. You may find it online. 

4. Produce a series of character studies for five different characters in the play. These should include your analysis of 
key quotations about the characters, and brief description of their function in the plot. 

5. Read the speech by American President, John F Kennedy (below). Annotate it by identifying the linguistic and 
literary features you can spot and explaining what impact these have on the different audiences of the speech.  

 

Part 2: Advised 

 
6. Read the following poems. [They are all available on the Poetry Foundation website: 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/] Try to spot as many features as you can in them, and write down a short 
paragraph on your first thoughts and reflections about them.  

• Robert Burns: To A Mouse 
• Mary Robinson: Stanzas Written Between Dover and Calais 
• Lord Byron: Maid of Athens 
• S.T. Coleridge: Kubla Khan and The Rime of the Ancient Mariner 
• Charlotte Smith: Sonnet V: To the South Downs 
• John Keats: Ode to a Nightingale 
• William Wordsworth: I wandered lonely as a cloud. 

 

7.  Re-read chapter 1 of Wuthering Heights. Answer the following questions. 

• In the first five pages, how does Bronte introduce us to the characters of Lockwood and Heathcliff? What 
techniques does she use to do this? What effect do these techniques have? Try to be specific about the 
literary and linguistic devices used. 

• How does Bronte describe the building of Wuthering Heights? Why might this be important? 
• How does Bronte use Lockwood’s narration as a device for shaping our understanding of him as a character? 

Do you trust him as a narrator? Why? 

 



  

 

8. Write either a short story or a piece of non-fiction prose of 750 words in length. Identify five generic conventions 
of other people’s writing you have incorporated into your piece of writing.  

 

9. Extra reading you might want to consider: 

• The New Penguin Book of Romantic Poetry 
• The Wide Sargasso Sea 
• Jayne Eyre 
• Dracula 
• Frankenstein 
• Gothic, by Fred Botting 
• Notes from a Small Island 
• I can make you hate, by Charlie Brooker 
• Cupcakes and Kalashnikovs 
• Paradise Lost 
• The Glass Menagerie  
• The Wasp Factory 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 


