
History Department Summer Independent Learning 2022. 

 

Task 1: 

Use your planning sheet to write up the AO1 section of your History coursework. 

Your coursework must: 

 

• Be word processed 

• Be no longer than 2,200 words. Remember, exceeding the overall 

word count automatically results in a 10% markdown. 

• Must be footnoted. 

• Include bibliography (footnotes and bibliography do not contribute to the word count). 

• The deadline for this will be the first week of Y13. 

 

Ensure you have selected and completed the three AO2 primary sources which you wish to include in your final 

answer. The word limit for all three AO2 sources should not exceed 1,200 words. 

You can also spend extra time completing additional reading/research to develop your understanding/arguments. 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 2: 

Complete the reading looking at the impact of Stalin’s policy of 

collectivisation. This will be the first topic we will cover in September. 

Consider: Why did Stalin collectivise the peasantry? 

What was the impact of collectivisation?  

 

Task 3: Complete the Russia retrieval questions. Use your notes and the textbook (available on teams) to help. These 

topics will be assessed on your first assessment in Y13. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

  

 

  



 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



The October Revolution 

 

1. What date did Lenin return to Russia from Switzerland? 

 

 

2. Which two Bolsheviks were amongst the first to return to Petrograd in March 1917 and who took over the 

control of Pravda? 

 

 

3. How many members did the Bolsheviks have in February 1917? 

 

 

4. Where in Trotsky during the February Revolution? 

 

 

5. Which two phrases came out of Lenin’s April Theses? 

 

 

6. How did Lenin’s views on Marxism differ to the Mensheviks? 

 

 

 

7. How did Lenin justify his views on Marxism? 

 

 

 

8. By the end of which month had Lenin won the Bolshevik Party round to his ideas? 

 

 

9. What criticisms were made against Lenin by his political opponents upon his return in Russia? 

 

10. Why was Milyukov forced to resign from the Provisional Government in May 1917? 

 

 

 



11. What date did Kerensky launch the June Offensive? 

 

 

12. After how many days did the offensive collapse? 

 

 

 

13. Why did the June Offensive weaken the Provisional Government? 

 

 

 

14. Who did Kerensky appoint as Commander-in-Chief after the June Offensive? 

 

 

15. Between what dates did the July Days take place? 

 

 

16. How many Kronstadt sailors marched in Petrograd during the July Days? 

 

 

17. What was Lenin’s response when the sailors insisted that the Bolsheviks and soviet should seize power? 

 

 

18. Why was the Provisional Government unwilling to take power? 

 

 

19. Where did Lenin flee after the July Days? 

20. What happened to Trotsky and Kamenev following the July Days? 

 

 

21. When did Kerensky replace Prince Lvov as prime minister? 

 

 

22. Between February and June 1917, by how much had grain prices increased by? 



 

 

23. Shortages of fuel raw materials had forced the closure of how many factories, leading to the loss of 100,000 

jobs? 

 

 

24. When did the Kornilov Affair did take place? 

 

 

25. How many regiments did Kornilov order into Petrograd? 

 

 

26. Why did the Kornilov Affair fail? 

 

 

27. Although initially still a minority in the Soviet following the Kornilov Affair, the Bolsheviks took the lead in 

organising which group? 

 

 

28. How many members did the Bolsheviks have at the beginning of October 1917? 

 

 

29. In which soviets did the Bolsheviks win a majority in in September 1917? 

 

 

30. On what date did Trotsky become chairman of the Petrograd Soviet? 

 

 

31. On 5th October, what did Kerensky order some of the more radical army units in Petrograd to do? 

 

 

32. On 12th September, Lenin said ‘History will not forgive us if__________________________’ 

 

 

33. By October 1917, by how much had prices risen by compared to pre-war levels? 



 

 

 

34. On what date, did Lenin convince the Bolshevik 12 man Central Committee to commit to immediate armed 

revolution, winning the vote 10-2? 

 

 

 

35. Before supporting Lenin, what was Trotsky’s initial argument regarding seizing power? 

 

 

36. Who voted against seizing power? 

 

 

 

37. Alongside Dzerzhinsky, when did Trotsky create the MRC? 

 

 

38. What was the significance of the MRC? 

 

 

39. Commissars were sent out across Petrograd to ensure the loyalty of the garrisons, how many pledged their 

support to the Soviet? 

 

40. What did Kerensky order on 23rd October, giving the Bolsheviks an excuse to act? 

 

 

 

 

41. On 24th October, 5,000 soldiers, sailors from Kronstadt and Red Guards took over what? 

 

 

 

42. What happened to Kerensky during the October Revolution? 

 

 

 



43. From what building did the Bolsheviks coordinate the October Revolution? 

 

 

44. Which battleship fired blank shells at the Winter Palace on the night of the 25th October? 

 

 

45. What convened on the 25th October at the same time as the revolution? 

 

 

46. What was the response of the Mensheviks after hearing the news that the Bolsheviks had arrested the 

Provisional Government in the early hours of the 26th October? 

 

 

47. What did Trotsky famously say to the Mensheviks? 

 

 

 

48. At 9pm on the 26th October, which was the first decree to be unanimously adopted? 

 

 

49. How many people did Trotsky claim took part in the October revolution? 

 

 

 

50. What term could be used to describe the nature of the October Revolution? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bolshevik consolidation of power (CH 5) 

1. The Soviet of People’s Commissars, the most elite group at the top of the Soviet, was better known 

as what? 

 

 

2. Lenin was Chairman and Stalin was Commissar of Nationalities, which two positions did Trotsky 

hold? 

 

 

3. Sovnarkom ruled by decree. What does this mean? 

 

 

 

4. Why did Lenin reluctantly agree to allow seven left-wing Social Revolutionaries to join Sovnarkom in 

November? 

 

 

 

5. Explain what the following decrees did: 

a. Press decree, Oct 1917 

 

 

b. Decree on land, Oct 1917 

 

 

 

c. Nationality decree, Nov 1917 

 

 

d. Decree to outlaw sexual discrimination, Nov 1917 

 

6. When was the Cheka created? 

 

 



7. What happened to leading Kadets, right wing Social Revolutionaries and Mensheviks in December 

1917? 

 

 

8. Who was the leader of the Cheka? 

 

 

9. How many day of fighting did it take for the Bolsheviks to take power of Moscow? 

 

 

10. In State and Revolution (produced Aug-Sept 1917) what did Lenin argue in terms of the use of 

violence? 

 

 

11.  When were elections for the Constituent Assembly held? 

 

 

 

12. Who won the elections and with which percentage of the vote? 

 

 

 

13. What percentage of the vote did the Bolsheviks achieve? 

 

 

14. From which areas/groups was Bolshevik support at its highest? 

 

 

15. On what day did the Constituent Assembly meet? 

 

 

 

16. What was Lenin’s response to the Constituent Assembly? 



 

 

 

17. On what date was the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk signed? 

 

 

 

18. Trotsky called his approach to negotiating with the Germans ‘neither war nor peace’. What did this 

mean? 

 

 

 

19. Why did Lenin sign the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk? 

 

 

 

20. In millions, how many people did Russia lose to Germany in the terms of the Treaty? 

 

 

 

21. How much of Russian iron and coal supplies were lost? 

 

 

 

22. What was the reaction of the SRs in Sovnarkom to the signing of the Treaty? 

 

 

23. The Bolsheviks agreed to sign the Treaty after Lenin threatened to resign twice if he did not get his 

way. By how many votes did Lenin win this debate? 

 

 

 

24. When were the Red Guards demobilised and the Red Army created? 



 

 

 

25. What did Lenin’s Decree on Separation of the Church and State, Feb 1918 do? 

 

 

 

26. When did Lenin introduce a new Constitution? In what ways was it clearly not democratic? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



State Capitalism, War Communism and the NEP 

 

1. When did the Bolsheviks nationalise Russia’s banks? 

 

 

2. What group was set up in December 1917, which took responsibility for ‘the regulations of economic life’? 

 

 

3. Why was the Workers’ Control decree not effective? 

 

 

4. The blockade of trade and loss of Ukraine, Russia’s main grain growing region, badly effected food supplies 

into towns and cities. By early 1918, what was the daily bread ration? 

 

 

5. How much (percentage or fraction) of food consumed in the cities came from the black market? 

 

 

6. Who were sackmen? 

 

 

7. Between Jan 1917 and Jan 1919, Russia’s urban proletariat population fell from 3.6 million to what? 

 

 

8. Why did former members of the nobility and bourgeoisie fare worse than others? 

 

 

9. Which side of the civil war launched pogroms (organised massacres of Jews) during the civil war? 

 

10. What were the aims of War Communism? 

 

 

 

11. Who are kulaks? 

 



 

12. What were peasants supposed to receive in exchange for their grain? 

 

 

13. Why, in reality, did this not happen? 

 

 

 

14. What was the peasants’ response to grain requisitioning? 

 

 

 

15. What happened to the ownership of industry within Russia during War Communism? 

 

 

 

16. What happened to the freedoms enjoyed by workers under the Workers’ Control Decree of November 

1917? 

 

 

17. What were introduced to stop workers from going back to the countryside? 

 

 

18. Rationing was organised on a class basis. Which groups received the most? 

 

 

19. Fines were introduced in factories for what? 

 

 

20. Who did the regime refer to as ‘former people’? 

 

 

21. By 1921, compared to pre-war levels, total industrial output had fallen to what? 

 



 

22. By how much did the populations of Moscow and Petrograd fall during the between 1917 and 1920? 

 

 

23. When was there an assassination attempt on Lenin, when he was hit by two bullets? 

 

 

24. Who attempted to kill Lenin and which Party did she belong to? 

 

 

25. What was the consequence of the failed assassination attempt on Lenin? 

 

 

 

26. During the Civil War, what year was there a significant famine in Russia, where millions died? 

 

 

27. In what province was there a large peasant revolt, which began in August 1920 and lasted until June 1921? 

 

 

28. How many Red Army troops had to be deployed to crush the revolt? 

 

29. Sailors from which naval base led an uprising due to Bolshevik War Communism policies in 1921? 

 

 

 

30. Sent by Trotsky, who led the Red Army against the mutineers? 

 

 

31. Which Bolsheviks led the ‘Workers’ Opposition’, who argued for greater worker control of factories and 

independent trade unions? 

 

 

32. What was created in February 1921 to advise on a ‘New Economic Policy’? 

 



 

33. Which areas of industry did the State keep control of during the NEP? 

 

 

34. What replaced grain requisitioning in the NEP? 

 

 

 

35. What happened to private trade under the NEP? 

 

 

 

36. Which recovered fastest and best: agriculture or industry? Why? 

 

 

 

37. What was the Scissors Crisis of 1923? 

 

 

38. Who were NEPmen and how many were there in Moscow by 1925? 

 

 

39. How much trade were NEPmen responsible for? 

 

 

40. Why did Lenin describe the NEP as ‘one step backwards, two steps forward’? 

 

 

41. In order to avoid a repeat of the Workers’ Opposition, what did Lenin introduce at the 10th Party Congress in 

1921? 

 

 

42. Who were given a show trial in 1921 and why? 

 



 

 

43. From 1922, what was the Bolshevik policy towards the Church? 

 

 

 

 

44. In 1923, Nomenklatura was introduced. What was this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Russian Foreign Relations, 1917- 1929 

 

1. What did Lenin expect to happen in Europe after WWI, thus justifying his decision to launch revolution 

earlier than Marxist theory allowed? 

 

 

2. Why did foreign forces initially get involved it the Russian Civil War? 

 

 

3. Which navy blockaded trade to Russia through the Baltic Sea? 

 

 

4. Why were there confused aims amongst the foreign powers in the Civil War? 

 

 

 

5. What was Comintern (the Communist International)? 

 

 

 

6. When was the first meeting of Comintern? 

 

 

7. In the second meeting of Comintern, members could only remain if they agreed to what? 

 

 

8. After the end of the third Comintern, the focus of the Bolshevik leadership shifted from world revolution to 

what? 

 

 

9. In May 1920, the Poles allied with the Ukrainians to take which city from the Bolsheviks? 

 

10. What was the outcome of the Russo-Polish War? 

 

 



11. What term is given to Poland’s defence for Warsaw? 

 

 

12. What treaty was signed between Poland and Russia in March 1921? 

 

 

13. What and where was the Spartacist Uprising of January 1919? 

 

 

14. Which treaty did Russia sign with Germany in 1922? 

 

 

15. Despite being ideological enemies, why was this treaty signed? 

 

 

16. Name two terms of this treaty. 

 

 

17. Who was Commissar for Foreign Affairs who chief Soviet negotiator with the Germans in the 1920s? 

 

 

18. What was the Zinoviev Letter? 

 

 

19. What year did the Chinese Communist Party form and what were their expectations of Stalin? 

 

 

20. In China, who did Stalin choose to back instead of the Chinese Communist Party? 

 

21. Why was this? 

 

 

22. The GMD massacred striking workers in China, how many workers were killed in 1927? 

 

 



23. Within the Bolsheviks, who bitterly opposed Stalin’s stance with China? 

 

 

24. What treaty was signed with Germany in 1926? 

 

 

25. What were the terms? 

 

 

26. What were Stalin’s attitudes to Comintern in the 1920s? 

 

 

27. At the Sixth Comintern Congress in July 1928, Stalin announced a change of policy in that Comintern 

members should attack ‘social fascists’. According to Stalin, who were the Social Fascists? 

 

 

28. Why did Stalin adopt this new policy? 

 


