
 

 

History Department Summer Independent Learning – Paper 2 – Russia, 1917-1953   

 

This research will provide you with valuable knowledge about Russia in the late 19th and early 20th century which will 

allow you to confidently pick up the course for paper 2 in September. 

 

 

 

Use the following websites and videos to assist you in your research.  

 

Biographical information on Nicholas II 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/nicholas_ii.shtml 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Nicholas-II-tsar-of-Russia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_II_of_Russia 

https://learnodo-newtonic.com/nicholas-ii-facts 

https://alphahistory.com/russianrevolution/tsar-nicholas-ii/ 

 

 

Videos 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sS6ErQefA9w – Tsar Nicholas II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 1: Research Russia’s final Tsar (king) Nicholas II. What was his personality 

and what were his weaknesses as Tsar? Create a detailed mind map to 

demonstrate this. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/nicholas_ii.shtml
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Nicholas-II-tsar-of-Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_II_of_Russia
https://learnodo-newtonic.com/nicholas-ii-facts
https://alphahistory.com/russianrevolution/tsar-nicholas-ii/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sS6ErQefA9w


 

Key terms: 

Autocracy - a system of government in which a single person or party (the autocrat) possesses supreme and 

absolute power. Before 1905, there was no elected parliament in Russia. 

Bolshevik – A more radical Marxist Party led by Vladimir Lenin. 

Bourgeoisie – Middle classes such as professionals and business owners. 

Constitutional Monarchy – A system of government where there are restrictions on the power and role of the 

monarch, usually an elected parliament is responsible for making laws. 

Duma – The Russian parliament created by Nicholas II as part of his October Manifesto. 

Franchise - The people who are allowed to vote. In a limited franchise, not everyone is allowed to vote. 

Gentry -People of good social position in society, they often owned land. 

Liberals - A supporter of policies that promote social welfare, individual rights and democracy. 

Marxism – The ideas of Karl Marx, including social equality and distributing wealth and land to the people. Often 

described as ‘the Left’ of politics. 

Menshevik / Bolsheviks – Political parties which believed in the ideas of Karl Marx. 

Mutiny – Soldiers or sailors refusing to follow orders and perhaps turning on their commanders. 

Middle class – Social group which consists of people such as professionals, skilled workers and managers. 

Political reform – Moving away from autocracy such as creating a parliament (called the Duma), giving people more 

say in how the country is run, and making the government more accountable. 

Proletariat – The working classes such as people working in factories. 

SDs (Social- Democrats) -  A left-wing Marxist party, containing both Bolsheviks and Mensheviks. 

St. Petersburg – The capital city of Russia. 

Winter Palace – The official residence of the Tsar in St. Petersburg. 

Zemstvo – Institutions of local government in Russia. 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=06fb960354387a84&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEA_en&q=supporter&si=ACC90nytWkp8tIhRuqKAL6XWXX-NsSAPoAbclUra6jAB7FZTAomWGxT_2llDmGIL2kF3LRXycnNMbhW40Z4oaFP_zDXmGMTkMRXozPDpnYEywccgewzargE%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjQ6N_qn9aGAxWHV0EAHRmSCboQyecJegQILxAO


 

Task 2 

This chapter will allow you to understand the 1905 

Revolution, which took place in Russia and almost 

forced Tsar Nicholas II (the Russian king) and his 

government out of power. 

 

Although the Tsar survives this revolution, it is 

important you understand this event to understand 

the situation in Russia in 1917. 

 

As you read this, makes notes on the following: 

• The mistakes of the Tsar and his government 

• Bloody Sunday 

• Worker strikes and opposition 

• Violence in countryside 

• How did the Tsar survive the revolution? 

• The consequences of the 1905 Revolution. 
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Tsar’s survival 
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Consequences 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In September, we will start studying Russia at the start of 1917, a year in which there were two more revolutions! 

In order to be able to understand the problems Russia faced in 1917, it’s important to understand the long-term 

causes, many of which had caused the 1905 Revolution. Although the Tsar survived this revolution, many of the 

problems which caused it remained and resurfaced again in 1917. Therefore, understanding the causes, events and 

outcomes of the 1905 Revolution will greatly help in understanding why the Tsar falls from power in February 1917. 

 

 

History of Russia - Videos 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2QH9WWxLPNQ&list=PLUOc2qodFHp80tLm7W2rT0zXyMaXikeWS&index=3 – 

History of Russia, 1700 - 1880 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQVjH4xFrdI&list=PLUOc2qodFHp80tLm7W2rT0zXyMaXikeWS&index=6&t=0s – 

History of Russia, 1881 – 1917. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gSlVgtwAcRA&list=PLwGzY25TNHPBfaoOR3pXw3VyBvmXljeio&index=8 –      

The Romanovs. The History of the Russian Dynasty - Episode 8 

 

Websites 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwxv34j/revision/1 

https://www.johndclare.net/Russ2.htm 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Russia_(1892%E2%80%931917) 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Russian-Revolution-of-1905 

https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/modern-world-history-1918-to-1980/russia-1900-to-1939/the-1905-russian-

revolution/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 3 -Use the following links and the reading from Task 2, build up an understanding of the 1905 

revolution. 

Write an answer to the following essay question: ‘Russian defeat in the Russo-Japanese War was the main 

cause of the 1905 Revolution’. How far do you agree with this statement? 

Your answer should be around 500-words (no more than 2 sides of A4) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2QH9WWxLPNQ&list=PLUOc2qodFHp80tLm7W2rT0zXyMaXikeWS&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQVjH4xFrdI&list=PLUOc2qodFHp80tLm7W2rT0zXyMaXikeWS&index=6&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gSlVgtwAcRA&list=PLwGzY25TNHPBfaoOR3pXw3VyBvmXljeio&index=8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwxv34j/revision/1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Russia_(1892%E2%80%931917)
https://www.britannica.com/event/Russian-Revolution-of-1905
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/modern-world-history-1918-to-1980/russia-1900-to-1939/the-1905-russian-revolution/
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/modern-world-history-1918-to-1980/russia-1900-to-1939/the-1905-russian-revolution/

